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Tips for fighting tomato pests

By REREE STUDEBAKER
I NEWSPAPERS

AUSTIM, Tezas = Twa simple
truths about homegrown toma-
tos: First, nothing tastes better
(O, maybe chooolate). And sec-
omd, nothing makes a gardener
madder than losing prize fruits
to tomate-chomping bugs and
thisving critters

Which means he or she will do
just about anything to protect
precious plants from tomato
pesis: slink bugs, leaf-footed
bugs, hormworms and sguirrels.

1 decided to check in wiih sev
eral gardening experts: Skip
Richter. Travis County director
of Texas Agrilife Extension
Service; Dick Pilerce, lead
tepcher of the Austin Permacul-
ture Guild; and Jefl Ferris, assis-
tant Permaculiure Guild teacher
and a gardening instructor at
Austin Community College.

Here are some of the recom-
mendations they emailed in e
SPOaESE Lo Y questions,

i, EICHR, S0
them up with o hend-racugm
el SWHEtERES spray el @
dowiaky Sodtitbort O Grdarge ol
Whar else works?

Richter: That's a tough one.
Two bricks work well! Serjous.
Iy, thers iz nod a low-lox, natural
conirel that 1 have found 1o be
elfective against these pesis, |
think we need (o gel some gar-
deners (o experinwnt with stufl
like the oil vou mentioned (care-
ful: not too strong o will burm
plants), and perhaps some of the
new plant-based oils such as in
Green Light's Bioganic oils
jcombinations of thymme, clave
and other obls) as repellEncy
products.

Haolin clay may also work to
ripel. (Howewver,) 1 have no data
thait shows that this would
work, or if 5o, kow often it would
need fo be used. Finally, some
folks report success with plan-
ting things the stink bugs like
bafter 0o lure twem away and
then contrelling them on the at-
tractant crop. Examples: sun-
flowers, black-eved peas, bresd
poppy seed heads,

Pierce: 1 like yvour peneral, or
Eanie approach — also iz with
pormaculiure: Use natural bi-
ological remedies first, such as
parasitic wasps and flies that
use worms as food for their
e/ larvae, Then use mechand-
cals — piek “em ol by hand,
Then organic preparations like
orangeol.

Beact, let the bugs have 10 to 30
percent of your crop or tolerate
a tasieless blemish. Advies for
next planding s never in the
same ploce iwhee, RKolate them
around fo far cormers of your

garden so you've moved next
season’s erop away from this
seasan's bugs and their larvae
in the pround. For planting new
tamatoes in the fall, really pay
attention 1o 50460 day varieties
and notice that most bugs don't
hawve afall cyvcle.

Ferris: For the bugs, an organic
product s MNeem oil, an IGH (in:
seel growth regulator), Keeps
the insects from moving to their
next siage of growth, meaning
ngd mare egps. The nice thing
about Meen 15 it works on stink
biues and leaf-fooded bugs. As al
wavs, i1"s best uzed when vou
first s theem. You wani (o gain
control before they are laving

Give a Green Gift

Spread the green message with an eco gift bag
(#50) from Give A Green Bag, a new company
specializing in earth Criendly gifts. Everything
from the actual bag, the contents of the bag and
ihe packaging is environmentally [riendly,
Available at GiveAGreenBageom. Giving
back: A portion frem each sale of the Gresn
Thumb Bag goes directly to Abilifies!, & non
profit agency that is dedicated to empow-
ering people with disabilities to be active,
independent and self-sufficient partici-

pants inowr society.

Floridalarderar.com
Tobacco
hOrMWorms,
abowve, can ba
found in all
regions of
Flonda year-
FoLrgL
Darmage, left,
s done Dy the
larva feeding
of egEplant
leaves.

M- km gl Sl
A zquirred feasts on a tomato snatched Trom a homeaowner's
g2 rden.

eges. This is a procduct best ap-
plied o couple of Hmes over a
twowesk period. You get the
adults, then the hatchlings,

Q. For hornworms, [mostly
Just eheck regularly for them
ared handpick. Wisps amd hor-
mets smag somee of them Also
Diras. And oconstormally I se
the itle white eggs on the back
of @ MorTHearR IRal B re
kot he's beenr visited By a par-
aslile Ty, Wihal am T cring
ot ?

Richier: That covers it If ane
goes out daily or so to check
plants, they won't do much dam
age before being discoversd.
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Clusters of tomatoes are growing on the vine, With luck = and diligence to keep out unwanted
critters - you'll reap a similar harvest.

Call a neighborhood child to
vour place, drop s hormwaorem on
the sidewalk and step on it and
they'll think it is s0 ceol you
wan L have toodo any moare hand.
pll.klnl., voursell. Think of if as

i ing n:nturul enemies of
the hornworms.”

Ferris: For hormworms (and
other caterpillars), a good oo
ganbe & B (Bacillus thuringben.
sis). When eaten by the "pillar, it
causes it to stop eating and very
rapidly. They then starve to
death. Safe to use when wosed
correctly, low or no impact on
other good insects, and works
better the vounger the pillar is
when it eats it DO NOT use any-

where around your butier(ly
garden, anly on Vour vegpghs,
and even then, be aware you
make a irade-off — yvou have {o
have caterpillars i you want
buteriibes.

. For sguirrels, I'ee found
mothing that works befter than
Ldred merting. with edges pirted
doton so (hey oan't ger e,
What o vou recodnsmetd to
keep sgquirrels and other critfers
S stealing poriaioes?

Richter: Make dumplings. Seri-
ausly, 1 don't Know any other
good aptions. 1 wonder if the
ScareCrow motion-activated
sprinklers would work? 1 know

Green Bag Features

1 pair of natural henng garden gloves [neutral) made by Top Hands - a

Wormen Owned Business

Mourtains

Women's Society

1bar of organic handmade Gardener’s Soap from the Blue Ridga

1 bag of SeedBaliz, hand rolled by people with disabilities in Oregon
1 hErnip car rj-..’,nll I:}.a'lg rrsache I]:,.' ThuE Yt Egl'l,g.i,'ll '!'ﬁ'ljrli.lr'lg and Hspless

1 recycled jar filled home-made shea butter lotion made locally with

products Trom arcund The workd

1 trea-frea journal from Mepal 1o record yvour gardening notes

they are great for Reeping cats
aurnd diogs ol

Ferrisz 1 don’™t have a squirmel
issne — at least not yet. Bird net-
ting s a pain, bat | guess that's a
personal cholee depending on
how bad vou want fomatoes, |
would consider plastic or inflat-
able snakes around the tomato
ciges, Alsa, | really recompiend
a birdbath near the tomatoes,
and you must Keep it full during
hot weather. Mockingbirds (and
gther birds) are notorbous for
poking holes in lomatoes, They
aren’'l aflter the Nesh. They're
looking for mojsture.



